File No. 9110450 


WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW 
FIREFIGHTER BRIAN RUSSO 


Interview Date: January 13, 2002 


Transcribed by Nancy Francis 


B. RUSSO 


BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: The date is January 
13th, 2002, the time is 2:25 p.m., and this is 
Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan from the Safety 
Battalion of the Fire Department of the City of New 
York. I'm conducting an interview with Firefighter 
Brian Russo from Engine 91 in the quarters of Engine 
91. 

Q. Brian, just tell us what you remember from 
September 11th. 

A. Okay. I worked the night tour on the 10th 
and I was due to get off at 9:00 a.m. I hadn't been 
relieved yet. When the run came in, actually, 91 
Engine responded. I actually responded with the rack 
unit because that detail had come in. So I responded 
on the initial fifth alarm for the first Trade Center. 
I believe that was the north tower. I think the box 
came in like 8:48 in the morning. We responded. 

We arrived at the scene on the corner of 
Vesey and Church, adjacent to the north tower, across 
the street, in that direction. There were numerous 
rigs. It was myself, another firefighter from 91 anda 
covering Captain. We didn't have any gear. All we had 
was our turnout coat and boots and helmet, no radio, no 


masks. So we couldn't really monitor the radio 
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handy-talkie traffic. 

Proceeded to walk south along Church towards 
Liberty Street surveying the scene. There was debris, 
fires breaking out, numerous bodies. Then when we hit 
Liberty Street, we made a -- if you're looking south, 
we made a right onto Liberty heading towards the West 
Side Highway. This is after the second plane had hit 
the tower, hit the south tower. 

We arrived. We had just seen a fireman get 
hit by a body, I believe it was Danny Suhr from 216, 
and they were pulling him away from the building, and 
we decided to take cover on the south side of Liberty 
under a scaffolding. There I remember seeing the 
members of 58 Engine. It was about four or five guys 
from 58 with their roll-ups, and there was so much 
debris coming down that they decided to head into I 
believe the hotel, the Vista Hotel. That's where we 
left them. 

We continued to walk towards the West Side 
Highway and then over to the command post, which was on 
the West Side Highway, on the west side, right in front 
of the World Financial Center. So we met up with the 
rest of the members from 91. We were instructed to 


secure a set of irons. We tried to get a couple of 
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extra masks, whatever gear we could find, and we were 
going to be sent into the north tower with an engineer 
to search the lower levels. 

There were numerous companies there. I 
remember seeing Chief Ganci, he was there, you know, 
other guys from 91, other companies. I couldn't tell 
you exactly which companies were where, but since I 
didn't have a radio, I couldn't really monitor who was 
going into what building and who was assigned where. 

As soon as we started heading towards the 


building, that's when the first -- the south building 


came down. 
Q. Which building were you heading into? 
A. We were heading towards the north tower, I 


believe, and that's when the south tower came down. 
Most of the guys ran back across the West Side Highway 
into one of the Financial Center subbasements. I guess 
it was a parking garage it would have been. I guess I 
was a little bit removed from them, a little further 
north, so I decided to run up West Street, the West 
Side Highway there, West Street, and I just headed 
north. That's where I was going. That's when the 
cloud hit. I got knocked down underneath the 


pedestrian bridge. Then you just hunkered down waiting 
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for the smoke to blow over. 

After the smoke had cleared considerably, I 
went back to where my company had been because I didn't 
realize that they were on the other side of the 
building. They had gotten out, but I couldn't find 
anybody. So I headed back south towards the towers. A 
couple guys from I believe it was -- I remember seeing 
Lieutenant Ray Murphy from 16 Truck and other men from 
16. The guys were kind of a group and headed back down 
and see if they could find anybody, find out what was 
going on. 

Then just pretty much met up -- I remember 
seeing Lieutenant Casey from 91, hooking up with him, 
and I just went down, tried to see if I could do 
anything, looking for people, victims, whatever, and 
searching down there. That's when the north tower came 
down and that's -- I mean, you just headed back up the 
West Side Highway, once again, trying to avoid all the 
debris coming down. 

After that they decided to pull everybody out 
and I know -- what building was it? Building 5, I 
believe, the other tall building there, the third 
building that came down, they were evacuating people. 


So everyone just pushed up West Street all the way up 
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towards the high school there. I forget the name of 
the high school. 

Q. Stuyvesant? 

A. Stuyvesant, yes. That's kind of where they 
ran the operation from there. In between the north 
tower and the south tower coming down, I believe I saw 
Chief Ganci somewhere along the way there. I don't 
know where he was heading to, but I saw him somewhere 
along the line. I wasn't sure. I'm not too clear of 
when that was. But other than that, that's pretty much 
it. Besides those few people I remember, everything 
else was you couldn't tell who was who, and wondering 
whether we were ever going to find pieces and stuff 
like that. 

Then we tried to get back down later on to do 
some more searching, looking for people, but they had 
blockades up by then, so they weren't really letting 
people back down, and we just sat and waited to do 
something later on pretty much. That's about it. 

BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Okay, Brian. Thank 
you for your help. The time now is 2:34 and this 


concludes the interview. 


